@Conaress of the WAnited States
MWashington, DC 20515

May 10, 2022

The Honorable AlejandriMayorkas
Secretaryf Homeland Security

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2703 Martin Luther King AvenugSE
Washington, DC 2083

Dear Secretary Mayorkas,

We write to youo express concernsabdauh e newly created fADisinform
Boardo within the Dep a@HS)wvhichyoumhnoudaeldseweekn d Se c u
The creation of thiBoard is problematic for several reasons.

First, we have ethical concera®outanorganizatiorcharged withsecuring thdhomeland
engagng in anything thatould have ammpact onspeechWe believe that thBisinformation
Governance Board coulek utilized as a politicabol under the guisef security.This has the
potential toseverely underminett@me r i ¢ a n copfideace in th®epartmentespecially
as we enter the 2022 election season

Second, t he De prassidansets mrecéuatemg terrorsany sgcuing the border,
secumg cyberspace and infrastructuogholdng economic security, strengthag resilienceand
strengtheimg DHS itself.? Traditionally, combatting misinformation has beeforeign mission
relegatedo theelementof theintelligence community witlequities inforeign operationsAs a
domestically focused Department, we aomcernedhat DHS is overstepping its authority with
the creation of thiBoard.DHS has developed stalwart reputation as a defender of the homeland
primarily because it has focused on these mission sets and has remakpedtisan inachieving
them.Implementhg somethingas vague as @DisinformationGovernanceBoard  wdisfract
from these mission sets and potentially tarnish thepastisan reputation thBepartment has
developed since its founding

Additionally, during your testimoniast week you claimed the Bideadministration has

ief fect i v dhe porderarisi§Meand/tile the policies of the current administration
have resulted inver 1.5 millionborder encounters in the last six monthich is the largest in
our nat i 6Welase cdnéemdd that yhe Disinformation Governance Board will distract
from this crisis.

Third, we are concerned withe appointment of Nindankowiczas thehead of thiBoard Ms.
Jankowiczhas on severabccasionsdisplayedquestionabl¢gudgmenton matters of

1 The Washington PosfiDisinformation board to tackle Russia, migrant smuggle&ys Apr il 28, 2022
2 The Deparnent of Homeland Securitiission Statement
3 Fox NewsfiMayorkas claims Biden admin has 'effectively mamtgerder crisis, deflects blamed Apr i | 27 2 (

4TheWall Street Journal U.B8-Mexico Border Arrests Top One Million in Six Month® Apr i | 18, 202 2.



https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/disinformation-board-to-tackle-russia-migrant-smugglers/2022/04/28/84e17a66-c6ea-11ec-8cff-33b059f4c1b7_story.html
https://www.dhs.gov/mission
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/alejandro-mayorkas-immigration-border-biden-title-42
https://www.wsj.com/articles/u-s-mexico-border-arrests-top-one-million-in-six-months-11650323756

disinformationand freedom of speechFor example, she haxpressed suppdidr Christopher

Steele, authoof the Steeldossier Thisdocumentas longsince been discredited ase of its

main sourcesvascharged with five counts of makiriglse statements the FBI.Ms. Jankowicz

hasalso castloubt on theHunterBiden laptopstoryy, whi ch she fal sely cl ai
campaign®product. o

For these reasonse request that you respotaithe following questions thirty days from the date
of receipt of this letter.

1. Under what legal authority is DHS creating this Disinformation Governance Board?

2. WhatisthcBoar dés specific directive and mission
the Department?

3. How does thi8oard help DHS protect the homeland from threats? WIRHS putting
valuable resourcdswarda missiorthat itappears to haveo equityin when there is an
ongoing crisis at our southern border

4. Why was Ms. Jankowicz chosémhead thi8oard? Who were the other candidates
considered for thiposition? What qualifications and vetting procedures did the
Department utilize when determining who would head up the Disinformation Governance
Board?

Sincerely,

O ot Zemdl,

C. Scott Franklin Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress , Member of Congress

Elise Stefanik

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Tom Emmer Mike Johjson
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Richard Hudson Gary pafmer
Member of Congress Member of Congress

SThe Washingt®ind éEx adnd in®eirn f dir mati ondéd chief a Trump dossi
doubterd April 28, 2022.

5F o x N Biges's disififormation director referred to Hunter's laptop as a 'Trump campaign prajorit28,

2022.



https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/bidens-disinformation-chief-is-trump-dossier-author-fan-and-hunter-laptop-doubter
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/bidens-disinformation-chief-is-trump-dossier-author-fan-and-hunter-laptop-doubter
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/head-of-bidens-disinformation-board-referred-to-hunters-laptop-as-a-trump-campaign-product
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Randy Wiber - !

Member of Congress

Gus Bilirakis
Member of Congress

Tﬁ McClintock

Member of Congress
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Gregory F. Murphy, M.D.
Member of Congress

Chuck Ffeischmann
Member of Congress
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Billy Ldng &/
Member of Congress

Stephanie Bice
Member of Congress

Membér of Congress
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Dan Bishop
Member of Congress

Nancy Mace
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Ted Budd
Member of Congress

J]ackie Walorski

Member of Congress

<CG\ &f _@LMK\ -

Jack Bergan \
Member of Congress
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Fred Keller
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Madison Cawthorn
Member of Congress
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ﬂg’ﬁerson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Ron Eulen

Ron Estes
Member of Congress
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Vern Buchahan
Member of Congress

Barry Moore
Member of Congress
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BradR Wenstrup D.P.

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Bpre Gt

Glenn Grothman
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Andy Biggs
Member of Congress
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Warren Davidson
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Guy Reschenthaler
Member of Congress
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Byron Donalds
Member of Congress
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John Joyce
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Jake LaTurner
Member of Congress
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Ken Buck
Member of Congress
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Member ofCongress
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Glenn AGTOH Thompson

Member of Congress
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Jake EIIze
Member of ongress
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Member ofCongress
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Mary E-Miller
Member of Congress
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Earl L. ﬁBudd)é Carter
Member of Congress
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“Michael C. Burgeé’s, M.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Beth Van Duyne
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Danlel Webster
Member of Congress
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Joe Wilson

Member of Congress

Ken Calvert
Member of Congress

Kat Cammack
Member of Congress
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Mike Bost
Member of Congress
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Ben Cline
Member of Congress

William R. Timmons, IV
Member of Congress

Scott Fitzge
Member of Congress
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Robert E. Latta ——
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Bill Johnson
Member of Congress

Matt Gaetz
Member of Con
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Member of Congress
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Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Rick W. Allen
Member of Congress
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Lance Gooden
Member of Congess

Michelle Fischbach
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford
Member of Congress
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RogerWilliams
Member of Congress

hris Jacobs
Member of Congress
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H. Mor Griffith
MembetOf Congress

WL

Trent eIIy
Member of Congress
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Alex X. Mooney
Member of Congress
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Sfeven M."PaldZo0
Member of Congress
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Troy E. Nehls
Member of Congress
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Adrian Snfith
Member of Congress

Dust%\]oénson

Member of Congress
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Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress




